TLC The Land Conservancy (Kootenay Branch)
Summer 2004 Press Releases – by Keya White
Press Release #1:  May 19, 2004





Weekend Garden Workshop
Invitation to green thumbs to hone environmentally-friendly gardening skills
Do you love to garden but wish you knew more about native plants? Perhaps you’re eager to have a chemical-free garden but don’t know where to begin. The Land Conservancy of BC and the Columbia Valley Botanical Gardens are offering a two-day workshop that can answer these and other environmentally-friendly gardening questions.

In the weekend workshop planned for June 12th and 13th in Invermere, participants will learn about naturescaping (using native plants in gardening), landscape planning, gardening with wildlife, lasagna gardening and much more. The Garden Workshop is intended to be a hands-on learning experience for anyone who is interested in building skills to apply to their own gardens. 

“The Garden Workshop will involve a number of local professionals,” states Kathleen Sheppard, Kootenay Region Manager for The Land Conservancy. “It promises to be an informative and fun-filled weekend.” 

The workshop will take place at the beautiful Columbia Valley Botanical Gardens, located next door to the Pynelogs Cultural Centre in Invermere. Presenters at the workshop will include Dave Zehnder, who will offer information on naturescaping and hands-on gardening techniques. Other experts will discuss organic gardening and composting. 

The Garden Weekend Workshop is scheduled for June 12th and 13th and the cost of the workshop will be $75 or $50 for members of The Land Conservancy. Space for the workshop is limited to 20, so be sure to register early. Anyone interested in registering should contact Kathleen Sheppard or Keya White at (250) 427-4711 for more information or for a registration package. 
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For more information please contact:

Kathleen Sheppard, Kootenay Region Manager

or Keya White, Community Liaison Officer

The Land Conservancy of BC

(250) 427-4711

grassland@conservancy.bc.ca

Press Release #2:  May 19, 2004

Water Conservation Workshop Series Underway

Joseph Creek Landowners Invited to Participate in New Program

Have you ever wondered about the fish that inhabit Joseph Creek and the kind of conditions that they need to survive and thrive?  How about riparian areas and their importance and function? Are you interested in learning what sort of restoration activities could enhance your own property?  These are just a few of the questions that the Joseph Creek Landowner Contact Program can help you answer.

While everyone understands that water is a pressing issue within the City of Cranbrook and the surrounding community many of us tend to forget the significant role that we as individual citizens can play to positively impact the use and conservation of this resource. Landowners with creek-side property are in the unique position of knowing more about their property and by association about their portion of Joseph Creek than anyone else. 

In response to this the Land Conservancy of British Columbia (TLC) has developed the Joseph Creek Landowner Contact Program which involves willing property owners in discussions of stewardship and long-term tools for maintaining and enhancing the Joseph Creek ecosystem.  As part of the program, property owners are contacted with the intent of a future visit to their home to observe the workings of Joseph Creek from the individual landowner’s perspective. In addition to being provided with an information package on a variety of topics related to stream stewardship and function, landowners are invited to participate in an evening workshop series which will give residents a good opportunity to come together and to learn and discuss the challenges facing Joseph Creek and their role in that community.

Our summer series of workshops and interpretive walks begins in late May and includes topics such as Xeri-scaping, Native Plant ID, Noxious Weeds, Natural History of Joseph Creek, Lawns, Home Water Conservation, and Making a Property Plan.  The first session in the series will be held on the evening of Wednesday, May 26th and will feature local fish habitat specialist Kenton Andreashuk sharing his knowledge about riparian areas, the challenges facing them and restoration methods we can use to help make a positive difference in our community watershed.  Join us in the Victoria Avenue parking lot of Kinsmen Park (next to the tennis courts) at 7pm for this workshop and wear your walking shoes as Kenton will be taking us on an interpretive tour along the creek.  

TLC – The Land Conservancy of BC – is a charitable non-profit land trust working to protect British Columbia’s special places. TLC is a membership-based organisation, independent of government; our work focuses on partnerships and cooperation, fostering community participation and awareness, and recognising the value of private stewardship actions.  

TLC invites residents living along the banks of Joseph Creek to become involved in our Landowner Contact Program and to consider opportunities to practice water conservation techniques on your land, enhance your property’s habitat value, and contribute positively to the ongoing health of the local environment. So if you’ve spent years wondering what kind of fish are swimming in your stream or what kind of methods you could put in place to prevent stream bank erosion, wonder no more – give us a call! The Joseph Creek Landowner Program can be reached at (250) 427-4711. To learn more about The Land Conservancy, check out our website at www.conservancy.bc.ca. 

-30-

For more information please contact:

Kathleen Sheppard, Kootenay Region Manager

The Land Conservancy of BC

(250) 427-4711

grassland@conservancy.bc.ca
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Joseph Creek Walk and Talk
Join local fish habitat specialist to learn what makes Joseph Creek tick.
Have you always wondered how a stream functions? What a riparian area is and why it is so important? And most importantly of all, why do fish live where they do? For the answers to these and other questions, join fish habitat specialist Kenton Andreashuk for a walk along Joseph Creek at 7:00 pm on Wednesday, May 26th. 

This evening walk is the first in a series of evening workshops hosted by The Land Conservancy of BC that will be centered around Joseph Creek. Creekside property owners and members of the general public are encouraged to attend and hear local experts who will lead informative sessions on various topics about water use.  

“Because Joseph Creek is the primary water source for the City of Cranbrook, this is an exciting opportunity for residents to learn about their local stream,” says Kathleen Sheppard, Regional Manager for The Land Conservancy. 

The first workshop will involve a walk along Joseph Creek with fish habitat specialist Kenton Andreashuk, the Stewardship Coordinator for the Columbia Kootenay Fisheries Renewal Partnership.  Kenton will be sharing information on how streams work, including what habitat fish need and what a healthy stream looks like. In addition to learning about Joseph Creek and how it functions, workshop attendees will discover restoration methods that can be used to enhance their own streambanks to make a positive difference to this community water source.  

This free workshop will begin at 7pm on Wednesday, May 26th at the Kinsmen Park parking lot near the tennis courts. Those looking for more information about this or about any of the sessions in the Joseph Creek Water Use Workshop series should contact Kathleen Sheppard or Keya White at (250) 427-4711.  
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For more information please contact:

Kathleen Sheppard, Kootenay Region Manager

(250) 427-4711

grassland@conservancy.bc.ca
Press Release #4:  May 26, 2004
Native Plant ID Evening Workshop in Wycliffe

Join biologist Kathleen Sheppard for an informative session on native plants.

Have you always wondered what that beautiful yellow flower is flourishing along East Kootenay

roadsides during the spring? Or maybe you’ve come across an exotic looking mushroom in the forest and were curious as to whether or not it is edible. Chances are, if you enjoy taking advantage of the wealth of outdoor adventure opportunities that abound in the Kootenays each spring and summer, you will have had experiences comparable to these. If you haven’t been able to find the answers to your questions or study plant identification in depth you’ll want to make sure to attend the upcoming “Native Plant ID” workshop with biologist Kathleen Sheppard for a walk through the grasslands of Wycliffe at 7:00pm on Thursday, June 17th.

This evening walk is the second in a series of workshops hosted by The Land Conservancy of BC

(TLC) that are focused on water conservation. Members of the general public are encouraged to attend and meet local experts who will lead informative sessions on various topics related to water use and what you can do to help make a positive difference in our community watershed.

While it often goes unrecognized, native plants play a positive role in water conservation and

ecosystem health overall not only in the wild but also in people’s gardens (through the practice of

“naturescaping”), as plants that grow naturally within the region can maintain or improve soil fertility, reduce erosion, and require less fertilizer and pesticides than many alien plants. Characteristics such as these benefit humans by saving us time and money while at the same time reducing the amount of harmful runoff threatening the aquatic resources of our streams, rivers and estuaries.

The workshop will involve a walk through the grasslands of Wycliffe with Kathleen Sheppard, a local biologist and TLC’s Regional Manager. Kathleen will be sharing information on how to identify various native plant, flower and tree species, and outlining why they are important components of this region’s ecosystems. In addition to learning about plant identification, workshop attendees will find out about challenges facing some of these species and also get a brief introduction into the idea of naturescaping and how they can incorporate regional plants into their personal gardens and properties.

This free workshop will begin at 7pm on Thursday, June 17th at the church parking lot in Wycliffe. Those looking for more information about this or about any of the sessions in the Joseph Creek  Water Use Workshop series should contact Kathleen Sheppard or Keya White at (250) 427-4711.
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For more information please contact:

Kathleen Sheppard, Kootenay Region Manager

(250) 427-4711

grassland@conservancy.bc.ca
Press Release #5:  June10, 2004

Rocky Mountain Naturalists – Summer 2004 Newsletter Submission

By Keya White, Community Liaison Officer, The Land Conservancy (TLC)

The Kootenay region branch of the Land Conservancy of BC (TLC) is pleased to announce the launch of its Joseph Creek Landowner Contact Program, a stream restoration and water conservation initiative targeting landowners along Joseph Creek.  

As you are aware, Joseph Creek provides the primary source of drinking water for the City of Cranbrook and rural landowners both upstream and downstream of the city. Over time, increased pressures on Joseph Creek and modifications to the stream course and banks have resulted in a reduced stream flow and consequently in associated problems for the overall ecosystem and its inhabitants.  

While everyone understands that water is a pressing issue within our region and throughout BC’s southern interior, many of us tend to forget the significant role that we as individual citizens can play to positively impact the use and conservation of this resource. At TLC we believe that landowners with creek-side property in particular are in the unique position of knowing more about their property and by association about their portion of Joseph Creek than anyone else.  Because of the close relationship they have with their property and its features, landowners have the opportunity to make a positive contribution to the landscape and to Joseph Creek in ways that will not only benefit the fish, wildlife and native plant species that depend on it for their existence but also to their land itself for their own personal enjoyment and well-being.

In recognition of this TLC has developed the Joseph Creek Landowner Contact Program which involves willing property owners in discussions of stewardship and long-term tools for maintaining and enhancing the Joseph Creek ecosystem.  As part of the program, property owners are contacted with the intent of a future visit to their home to observe the workings of Joseph Creek from the individual landowner’s perspective. In addition to being provided with an information package on a variety of topics related to stream stewardship and function, landowners are invited to participate in an evening workshop series which will give residents a good opportunity to come together and to learn and discuss the challenges facing Joseph Creek and their role in that community.

Our summer series of workshops and interpretive walks is already underway and we encourage members of the general public as well as landowners to come out and take part in them.  Upcoming topics include Noxious Weeds (Wed. July 7th), Greening your Lawn (Thurs. July 22nd), Home Water Conservation (Wed. Aug. 4th) and Xeri-scaping (Wed. August 18th).  Watch local newspapers (including the Kootenay Advertiser) for press releases and updates about these workshops and be sure to spread the word to those who might be interested.  

TLC’s central goal with the Joseph Creek Landowner Contact Program is to have creek-side landowners consider opportunities to practice water conservation techniques on their land and enhance their property’s habitat value, while contributing positively to the ongoing health of the local environment and the Joseph Creek ecosystem.  By meeting with them on their property and at the various workshops we’ll be holding throughout the summer we, and the local experts that will be joining us, hope to answer any questions these individuals might have about stream ecology and stewardship and introduce them to new ways of interacting with their land that will benefit all inhabitants―from fish, to wildlife, to human beings and the overall watershed itself. 

For more information about the Joseph Creek Landowner Contact program or the associated workshop series, please contact Kathleen Sheppard or Keya White at 250-427-4711 or email grassland@conservancy.bc.ca.

Press Release #6:  June 29, 2004

What to do about Weeds?

Discover some answers to this age-old question at a free evening workshop with Kevin Paterson, the RDEK’s Weed Control Program Coordinator

Ever wondered what that unidentifiable purple flowering plant taking over your yard is? Or perhaps you’re aware it’s known as spotted knapweed but are unsure of how to stop it, and other weeds, from spreading any further. Chances are, if you’re a gardener or property owner in the East Kootenays you’ll have come into contact with a wide variety of the noxious weeds that make this area home. If that’s the case, you’re probably interested in learning as much as you can about weed identification and how to control these invaders. If you haven’t been able to find the answers to all your questions or study weed control in depth you’ll want to make sure to attend the upcoming weeds workshop with RDEK Weed Control Program Coordinator Kevin Paterson at 7:00pm on Wednesday, July 7th at Elizabeth Lake on the westside of Cranbrook.

This evening session is the third in a series of workshops hosted by The Land Conservancy of BC (TLC) that are focused on water and local ecology. Members of the general public are encouraged to attend and meet local experts who will lead informative discussions on various topics related to water use and what you can do to help make a positive difference in our community watershed.

The workshop will involve a walk along the trails at Elizabeth Lake with Kevin Paterson, the regional district’s Weed Control Program Coordinator. Kevin will be sharing information on how to identify various problem weeds found in the area and outlining ways that you can help remove them from your yard and contribute to solving this major issue facing the region’s ecosystems.

This free workshop will begin at 7pm on Wednesday, July 7th at Elizabeth Lake (meet us in the parking lot by the Tourist Information Centre). Those looking for more information about this or about any of the sessions in the Joseph Creek Workshop series should contact Kathleen Sheppard or Keya White at (250) 427-4711.
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For more information please contact:

Kathleen Sheppard, Kootenay Region Manager

(250) 427-4711

grassland@conservancy.bc.ca
Press Release #7:  August 5, 2004

Creating a Water-Efficient Oasis

Free Workshop Offers Insight into Xeriscaping as an Innovative Approach to Gardening

With the hottest, driest days of summer upon us and watering restrictions in place as usual, it’s likely you will have given some thought lately to your garden and the best ways to satisfy your plants’ needs without compromising the region’s water supply.  Perhaps you’ve wondered to yourself if there are ways to use water more efficiently or even whether there are plants that require less water in the first place.  If so, you’re in luck because you can learn all the basics you need to know at an upcoming workshop on xeriscaping to be held this Wednesday, August 11th at 7pm

Xeriscaping is a practice of landscaping that has the goal of reducing the water and pesticides needed to artificially support non-native species and monocultures such as grass. By replacing foreign plant species traditionally used in gardens with native plants, xeriscaping can have many benefits in addition to the requirement of less water and pesticides. These include: improving wildlife habitat, aesthetics, reducing yard maintenance and the satisfaction of knowing your actions are making a positive difference to the environment. For instance, xeriscaping can even have a positive impact on reducing greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions because it reduces the amount of water that is released in the processing, pumping and treatment of municipal water.

This workshop is the sixth in a series of workshops being hosted by the Land Conservancy (TLC) this summer that focus on water conservation and what the public can do to help decrease demands on the city’s watershed of Joseph Creek.  A special bonus to attendees of this workshop is that staff from Aqam’ Native Plant Nursery will be on hand to hold a 

If you’re interested in xeriscaping and in learning about the benefits it can have for you and your garden and the region’s unique ecosystems, come join ethobotantist and local xeriscaping expert Mike Keefer in Room 205 at the College of the Rockies (Cranbrook Campus) Wednesday night at 7pm.  In order to secure your spot, you are requested to pre-register by calling Kathleen Sheppard, TLC’s Regional Manager at (250) 427-4711 (cost per person to attend the workshop is $5.). 
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For more information or to register please contact:

Kathleen Sheppard, Kootenay Region Manager

(250) 427-4711

grassland@conservancy.bc.ca
BC Rivers Day Celebration the Finale to Summer Program

TLC’s Joseph Creek Landowner Contact Program comes to a close with Special Event

For those of you that have been able to attend any or all of the sessions in the summer workshop series hosted by the Land Conservancy (TLC), you will have also learned a little about the Joseph Creek Landowner Contact Program of which they are a part.  With summer nearly over, visits to landowners’ properties have come to an end along with the workshop series but landowners and the general public are invited to take part in one last event, a celebration of local waterways and resources, BC Rivers Day. 

BC Rivers Day is a province-wide event that was established in 1980 by the Outdoor Recreation Council (ORC) and occurs annually on the last Sunday in September.  Our local Rivers Day event will be held in conjunction with many others taking place simultaneously around the province on Sunday, September 26th, providing the public an opportunity to celebrate BC’s spectacular river heritage. Not only does it help raise public awareness of watercourses and the many benefits they offer, but it also outlines the threats facing our waterways and provides the opportunity for community members to become directly involved in creating solutions.  

Cranbrook’s celebration will take place at Kinsmen Park from 11am – 2pm and offers the perfect opportunity for families and other concerned citizens to spend the afternoon together while learning about our local water resources.  There will be a number of interactive stations for attendees to visit and participate in, as well as informative displays (including one on the Kinsmen Park Project), and a restoration tour of Joseph Creek where it passes through the park.  Additionally, vendors will be on hand to offer a selection of tasty items for lunch (vegetarian options available), snacks or a treat. 

Having visited several property owners along Joseph Creek this summer, TLC reports it has been encouraged to see the level of care for the creek shown by landowners, and how this has resulted in good stewardship practices and stream restoration activities.  By taking the time to do one’s part on an individual level it really is possible to have a positive impact on a stream’s overall health, as is evident by what can be witnessed along Joseph Creek.  It is TLC’s hope that the discussions that have been had and the information that has been provided to landowners will continue to influence peoples’ actions in a constructive way in the future and that next year Joseph Creek’s health will continue to improve as more individuals get involved.  In the meantime, you are encouraged to attend the Rivers Day celebration where you can learn more about what property owners have done and about how you can get involved in stream stewardship.  Additionally, if you are a landowner along Joseph Creek who did not receive a visit this year but would like more information on caring for the creek and restoration methods you could put in place, please contact TLC as they would be happy to send you a resource package.   

For more information about the Joseph Creek Landowner Contact Program or BC Rivers Day, please contact Kathleen Sheppard at 250-427-4711 or by email at grassland@conservancy.bc.ca.  To learn more about The Land Conservancy, check out their website at www.conservancy.bc.ca. 
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For more information please contact:

Kathleen Sheppard, Kootenay Region Manager

The Land Conservancy of BC

(250) 427-4711
